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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

June 9, 2019

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. It’s encouraging to see 
parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child is restless, you can use the 
Family Room to calm your child.  Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side 
of the Worship Center. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service and 
listening devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers or greeters can help you 
find the restrooms, family room or answer your other questions.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

The Savior has ascended. But he promised to send his Advocate, the Holy Spirit to 
empower his followers to do the work he has left for them. God is very clear what kind of 
work he wants us to do: His work of making disciples of all nations. In today’s service, 
we ask for God’s help in helping us accomplish that work as we set aside our rebellious 
natures and say, “Come, Holy Spirit! Renew our hearts!”

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is red, which reminds us of the tongues of fire which 
accompanied the Holy Spirit on the first Christian Pentecost.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
Scripture quotations marked (NIV84) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION . 
NIV. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.TM  Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Hymns and liturgy marked CW can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran 
Hymnal.  Service of the Word. Words and Music. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

“There Is a Redeemer.” by Melody Green © 1982 Birdwing Music

Psalm 51b. Christian Worship Supplement © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House, Milwaukee, WI

“O Church, Arise.” by Keith Getty & Stuart Townsend © 2005 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music 
Publishing) Used by permission: CCLI#145043.

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
Service of the Word draws the believer’s attention to the proclamation of the Gospel in the Word of God.  

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN Come, Holy Ghost | 176

Please stand.
CALL TO WORSHIP  

Minister (M):The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways       
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 
dear child. May God give you the strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

 This 15th century German hymn encompasses 
the work of the Holy Spirit and provides a 

lively start to our worship.
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There Is a Redeemer 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:  Let us pray.

Holy Spirit, God and Lord, come to us this joyful day with your sevenfold gift of 
grace. Rekindle in our hearts the holy fire of your love that in a true and living faith 
we may tell abroad the glory of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Father, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
Please be seated

The Word

FIRST LESSON  Genesis 11:1-9

The LORD added languages to confuse those who disobeyed him.

M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 51b | CWS
The congregation sings the refrain.

M: O Lord, open my lips, 
and my mouth will declare your praise.

Old Testament believers responded to Scripture 
readings by singing psalms, which is a big 

reason why we continue to do so today.
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C: Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me, 
and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.

M: You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; 
you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 

C: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

Refrain

M: Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.

C: Do not cast me from your presence 
or take your Holy Spirit from me.

M: Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

C: Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 
and sinners will turn back to you.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

SECOND LESSON Acts 2:1-21
The Holy Spirit added languages to spread the truth of the gospel.
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people, 
C: and kindle in us the fire of your love. Alleluia.

This is much more than a blind repetition; it is 
a confession and response that what has been 
read is indeed God’s true and eternal Word.



7

Please stand.
GOSPEL John 14:23-27
Jesus promises that the Holy Spirit will come.

M:   This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ!

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  
The children are invited to come forward for an object lesson.

HYMN Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid |CW 188

SERMON - WHAT DO YOU WANT TO BUILD?

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH The 3rd Article of the Apostles’ Creed 

and Luther’s Explanation
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

What does this mean? I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe 
in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him. But the Holy Spirit has called me by the 
gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.  In the 
same way he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on 
earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.  In this Christian church he 
daily and fully forgives all sins to me and all believers. On the Last Day he will raise 
me and all the dead and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This is most 
certainly true.
Be seated.

THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to support the sharing of the 
Gospel through our church and our worldwide church body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel 
obligated to participate.  We ask that everyone, guests and members, sign the Friendship Register which 
will be passed out during the offering.  
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If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  
It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING  - O Church Arise

Please stand.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Praise to you, Holy Spirit. We worship you as the Lord and giver of life. As you 

were present at the beginning of the world to shed life on all created things, as you 
gave a new life of understanding to the disciples in your Pentecost baptism of fire, 
so by the baptism of water with the Word, you have made the light of faith in our 
hearts to know Jesus as our Lord. Continue to stand by us in the weakness of our 
sinful flesh. 

C: Grant us a right understanding of the truths that Jesus taught. Give us strength 
to endure with patience whatever afflictions God may send into our lives. 

M: Help us, intercede for us, train us that we may pray to the Father with boldness 
and confidence. Preserve us by the power of your Word in our most holy faith as 
members of the Church, the body of Jesus, where there is forgiveness for all. 

C: As we go out to continue the work of building your kingdom, strengthen our 
feeble hands, steady our weak knees, encourage our fearful hearts. 

Special Prayers and Intercession.

M: Remind us of your Word and promises: “Be strong; do not fear. Your Lord will 
come again. He will come to save you.” And in your final, mighty, creative act, O 
Holy Spirit, raise up our bodies so that we, together with all the saints, may lift up 
our heads and with glorified eyes see our Savior drawing near, in whose name we 
also pray.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
Be seated. 



9

HYMN O Church Arise

Notice how the final verse of this 
hymn helps us recall the Holy Spirit’s 

work in the plan of salvation.
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CLOSING PRAYER 
M:  Let us pray together.
C:  Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes 

from above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the 
joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast 
faith and confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C:  Amen.

CLOSING HYMN Come, Oh, Come, Life-Giving Spirit| CW 181

 As we began the service with the Lord’s 
name, so we are sent out in his name.
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. How might you be guilty of the same general sin as the people in Genesis 11? What 
might it specifically look like in your life? In what way would God respond if he 
“came down to see” what you were doing at any given point of your life?

2. In Genesis 11:5, Moses says, “the LORD came down to see.” That’s what is called an 
anthropomorphism—using human terms to describe God. What do you know about 
God from the Bible that shows he wouldn’t have to actually do something like this? 
Look at Psalm 33:13-15 for guidance.

3. Read all of Peter’s response to the Jews in Acts 2, up to verse 41. Write down at least 
four things Peter said that will help you become a better witness for Jesus.

a.  

b.  

c.  

d.  
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4. What do you notice about the words of the Lord in Genesis 11:7? Namely, how does 
he address himself? What doctrine does this support?

5. Often, some Christians will claim that the apostles in Acts 2 were speaking in “the 
language of angels” or in a “new language of the Spirit.” What in the Acts account 
suggests that the apostles were simply speaking in other known languages?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

VOTERS’ MEETING THIS SUNDAY June 9 | 9:15 a.m.

A voters’ meeting is being held This Sunday, June 9 at 9:15 a.m. to approve the 2019-2020 
ministry plan and budget. A copy of the proposed budget was placed in your mail slots 
last week.

THRIVENT PRESENTATION TODAY June 9 | 11:45 a.m.

Join us immediately following 2nd service this Sunday for 30 minutes. Matt Casper with 
Thrivent Financial will be sharing about the opportunities we have through Thrivent to 
make a lasting impact in our families, church and community.  Learn about your benefits 
as a Thrivent Member and how to use them to benefit the church.  

Not a Thrivent Member?  No problem!  Come and learn how Thrivent can help you meet 
your financial goals while living more generously!

Matt will also be sharing about some educational workshop opportunities that are 
available to our church, such as…

 Legacy Planning workshop, Family, Church, and Charity
 How to make taxable distributions non-taxable
 Me to We workshop, How to plan a strong financial future as a married couple. 
 “3D”  how to be Diversified in all 3 phases of life.

SPLASH PARTY ON SATURDAY! June 15 |1:00-4:00 p.m.

Splash Party is still looking for additional volunteers.  We especially need an Adult 
Attendant and Helpers for the 1) Clay Pot Painting/Seed Planting and 2) Bubble Wand 
Crafting activities.  Activities are planned and all materials will be provided, we only need 
you to help the children.  We also need more friendly faces and personalities to serve as 
our Welcome Team.  Additionally, there are a few other volunteer slots still open, please 
stop by the Volunteer Boards to sign up or contact Laurie Meister.

Please bring your lawn chairs and any extras you have to share with guests. Lastly, please 
pray for nice weather for our event, so that through this outreach event we have an 
opportunity to meet children and families from our community while we also provide 
fellowship and summer fun for our members.
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HELP OUR TEACHERS WITH TECHNOLOGY  

The School Board is organizing a committee to assist our teachers with technology. 
Whether it is researching tech trends in education, installing hardware, or providing 
training to teachers, your help would be greatly appreciated.  Please contact Billy Aumann 
to volunteer: aumann9916@yahoo.com or 715-527-0606.

STUDY THE BOOK OF RUTH June 11 | 9:45-11:00 a.m.

Starting this week, our Women’s Bible Study will look at the Book of Ruth.  This is a come 
once, or come every week study. The study meets in the Resource Center.

BABY BOTTLES DUE TODAY

If you forgot to bring your baby bottle today, please drop it off during the week, so we 
can conclude the fundraiser for First Choice Pregnancy Resource Center on Father’s Day. 

NOTES ON ST. PAUL’S SCRIP
Our St. Paul’s Scrip coordinator will be on vacation soon.  No St. Paul’s Scrip orders will 
be taken on Sundays, June 30 & July 7. The last day to order scrip is next Sunday, June 16th 
for delivery on June 19th. Please plan ahead.  We will have some cards in stock, which you 
can purchase through the church office.  Plus, you will be able to purchase ScripNOW 
online if you have a PrestoPay account set up. For more information on how to do this, 
contact Deb DeWilde (stpaulsscripwr@gmail.com).
In May, families using our scrip program earned a total of $132.94 toward school tuition. 
Other users contributed earning of $663.59 toward the operation of our school. Thank you 
to everyone that uses scrip to support Christian education.

LAST CHANCE FOR PHOTOS

If you haven’t scheduled a photo session for the church directory, you still have a chance 
to have your picture taken this week. Appointments are available Wednesday- Saturday, 
Call the church office (715-421-3634) or look for the link on our website.

SCHOOL CLEANING DAY June 20 | 6:00-8:00 p.m.

A School Cleaning Day is scheduled for Thursday, June 20 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Some of 
the work involves cleaning hallway walls, lockers, and cubbies.  The gym bleachers will 
be pulled out to be cleaned.  Interior and exterior windows will be watched.  Please 
consider helping out that evening. 
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CALENDAR                 June 9-16
SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 

9:15 AM Voters’ Meeting 
10:30 AM Worship
11:45 AM Thrivent Presentation

MONDAY 6:30 PM Worship
7:00 PM Board of Outreach in the Resource Center

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center 

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
2:00 PM Hafermann Singers At Atrium Care Center

SATURDAY 1:00 PM Splash Party

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 

10:30 AM Worship 
6:30 PM Leadership Council in the Resource Center

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT
Last Week’s Attendance: 237
Year-to-date average attendance: 252

From July 1, 2018 to May 31, 2019
Actual ministry income: $918, 772
Actual cost of ministry: $936,539
Mortgage balance:                  $1,522,990

UPCOMING EVENTS
June 15         Splash Party
June 17-21    Serving at SWEPS Food Pantry
June 20         School Cleaning Day

FOOD & GAMES
Bring a Friend!



311 14th Ave S  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495  |  715-421-3634  |  churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org

www.stpaulswr.org


